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Congregation Shir Ami in Castro Valley is an intimate, inclusive, intergenerational

Reform Jewish Community that welcomes interfaith families
Affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Shir Ami Members and Friends:

“There is something special going on here!”
That is the comment that was made by a visit-
ing Rabbi, Rabbinic Intern Lara’s mentor. He
was talking about what he witnessed at Shir

Ami at Shabbat services on November 121",
That was the service where we honored and
blessed our new members, and four con-
gregants chanted from the Torah. He was im-
pressed with the involvement of our members
and that our small congregation had so many
participants at Friday night services. “There
were thirty-six [in attendance]. And yes, |
counted them,” he pointed out.

| am so proud of Shir Ami. Our attendance is
up at every event — services, pot lucks, adult
education, sisterhood events — which really
adds to the enjoyment of the activities and in-
creases the value of our community! Each of
you bring “something special” to Shir Ami.

| am looking forward to our Chanukah pot luck

and latke tasting dinner on Friday, December 3,

at 6:30 pm. We will be lighting our menorahs
together as a community. What a beautiful
sight that will be! Do not forget to bring your

menorah and candles for the 3 night. We will
also provide you the ingredients to make edible
dreidels for dessert! All this will be followed by
Shabbat services led by Rabbi Andrew.

On Saturday for Adult Learning Rabbi Andrew
will lead us in a discussion on the book Start-

Up Nation.

We will welcome Rabbi Lara back the weekend

of December 171, She will lead us in Shabbat
services on Friday night and will continue with
the Trope training on Saturday afternoon fol-
lowed by Havdallah and the very popular movie
night.

Yes, we certainly do have something special
going on here!

Harriet Skelly
President

president@congshi
rami.org

TZEDAKAH BOX (SOCIAL ACTION)
The Social Action Committee needs you!

Want to make a difference in your community? Want to help bring the ideals of

Tzedakah (righteousness, fairness or justice) and Tikkun Olam (Care for the World) to
Shir Ami? Do you like to write and coordinate? The committee chair and writer of the
Tzedakah Box column has stepped down. Can you help? Contact editor(@congshirami.org

www.CongShirAmi.org
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RABBINIC INTERNS’ PAGE

Shalom! In this week's Torah portion, Miketz, found in
Genesis 41:1-44:17, we read of Pharaoh's four dreams,
and of Joseph's interpretation of the dreams and what
they hold to be true. Joseph interprets the first two of
Pharaoh's dreams to mean there will be seven years of
bounty and great abundance in the land, and the last two
dreams to mean that there will then follow seven years
of severe famine. In Parashat Miketz, Genesis 41:32, it
states the following of the dreams: "As for Pharaoh
having had the same dream twice, it means that the
matter has been determined by God, and that God will
soon carry it out." Have you ever had a dream that has
somewhat predicted the future, or has come true at some
point in your life? And if what it says in the Torah is
true, what does it mean if we have the same dream
twice?

We would like to push you to dream, and to use your
dreams to help you to make good choices in your life.
If our dreams predict the future, then can't we use our
dreams as a preview, and don't we therefore have some
way to control our destiny?

We look forward to exploring a variety of different
ideas, stories, and characters in our text from whom we
can learn during the upcoming months together. Please
read the following information carefully, and we look
forward to seeing you at whatever opportunities you
choose to attend with us.

DECEMBER/JANUARY SERVICES:

Friday, December 3rd: A Chanukah celebration filled
with songs, latkes, and dreidel fun. The activities will
begin at 6:30 pm with the lighting of Chanukah meno-
rahs. Please bring your own menorah and candles to
light if you have one. Pot-luck dinner will follow candle
lighting. Services will begin at 8:00 pm, led by Rabbi
Andrew. The weekly Torah portion is Miketz, Genesis
41:1-44:17.

Friday, December 17th, 8:00 pm: Rabbi Lara will be
leading a regular Shabbat service at Shir Ami. The
Torah portion for this week is Vayechi, Genesis 47:28-
50:26.

Friday, January 7th, 8:00 pm: Rabbi Lara will be
leading Shabbat service at Shir Ami with Adam Blum
who will become a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, January
8th at Shir Ami. The Torah portion for this week is Bo,
Exodus 10:1-13:16.

Friday, January 28th, 8:00 pm: Rabbi Andrew will
be leading an Interfaith Shabbat service at Shir Ami.

The Torah portion for this week is Mishpatim, Exodus
21:1-24:18.

ADULT LEARNING, SATURDAY

The following information and opportunities will, we
hope, bring new experiences into your lives, and also
some familiarity and continuity as we move into our
new year together.

December 4th, 3:00 pm: Shir Ami Book Club. This
will be the first meeting of the Shir Ami Book Club.
We will be discussing the book "Start-Up Nation: The
Story of Israel's Economic Miracle" by Dan Senor and
Saul Singer. The book discussion will be led by Rabbi
Andrew.

December 18th, 3:00 pm: Trope class continues, taught
by Rabbi Lara. New learners are welcome.

December 18th, 7:00 pm: Movie and Havdallah. The
second movie night of the year will begin with Havdal-
lah and end with a discussion on the evening’s movie.
Led by Rabbi Lara.

January 29th, 7:00 pm: Movie and Havdallah. The
third movie night will begin with Havdallah and end
with a discussion on the movie. Led by Rabbi Andrew.

Lara Pullan Regev Rabbi.Lara@congshirami.org

Andrew Terkel Rabbi.Andrew(@congshirami.org

We hope to see you all at these Shabbat services and different events throughout

our weekends with you in the months of December and January, and are looking

forward to continuing what has been so far a fabulous year of learning, studying,
and growing together with all of you!

www.CongShirAmi.org
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CHANUKAH SERVICE., DEC. 3

Chanukah Service and
Pot lLuck

e RAT24010 2

Latke Tasting
too!

Meet for dinner at
6:30 PM, Friday, December 3

wownw, OV ButlerSarvice.com

Services will be led by Rabbinic Intern Andrew Terkel at 8:00 PM

Please participate in our rotating assignments

Initials L to Z....Main Dish
Initials A to K....Side Dish or Dessert,
Drinks, Setup, Cleanup

Hilliz

www.CongShirAmi.org 4 Back to Calendar Page
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SHABBAT SERVICE. DEC. 17

Paresha Vayechi (and Jacob lived...)

As the book of Genesis closes, the seventy souls of Jacob's family become the twelve tribes of Israel.

On his death bed, Jacob blesses his sons, assigning to some their role as a tribe leader: Judah will produce
legizlators and kings. Although Levi and Shimon were rebuked, priests will come from Levi. Scholars will
be produced by Issachar, seafarers by Zebulun, and schoolteachers by Shimon. Soldiers will come from
the tribe of Gad, and judges from Dan. Clive growers will be the legacy of Asher.and Naphtali shall deliver
words of beauty. Joseph is granted the blessings of fertility. Benjamin is likened to a wolf and spoiler.

12 Tribes
of Israel

Approximate
borders

/Em

l'/_ Copyright 2007, Ralph F. Wilson

Shabbat Services will be conducted by
Lara Pullan Regev
on Friday, December 17th at 8:00 PM

Bring a friend, bring a potential member, all are welcome

www.CongShirAmi.org 5 Back to Calendar Page
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Introduction to Judaism Adult Hebrew

Judaism 101 Learning Hebrew through Prayer
Mond , 71:30-9:00

Saturday, December 11 onaays pm
12 noon to 2 pm This weekly class is taught by Judy Ganz.
At Congregation Shir Ami If you have basic Hebrew literacy skills
and you are interested in joining, please
contact Judy at
adulthebrew@congshirami.org

Introduction to Judaism

Please bring your lunch, as studying and

food always go together! At this class we

will continue with our study of Pirke Avaot,
The Sayings of the Fathers.

All are welcome, including first-timers.

Contact Diana Zankowsky,
adulted@congshirami.org for directions
and additional information.

Online Resources

Congregation Shir Ami, a Reform congre-
gation, is a member of the Union for Re-
form Judaism (URJ). The URJ website
has a wealth of information for adults. Try
this link, http://urj.org/learning/my/, to be-
gin exploring the possibilities.

ADULT LEARNING WITH RABBIS LARA AND ANDREW

December 4th at 3:00 pm will be the first meeting of the Shir Ami Book Club. We will be
discussing the book "Start-Up Nation: The Story of Israel's Economic Miracle" by Dan Senor
and Saul Singer. The discussion for this book will be led by Rabbi Andrew.

December 18th at 3:00 pm will be another session of the Trope class. This session will be
taught by Rabbi Lara. Newcomers are welcome.

December 18th at 7:00 pm will be the second movie night of the year, beginning with
Havdallah, watching a movie together, and ending with a discussion on the movie. Led by
Rabbi Lara.

January 29th, 7:00 pm: Movie and Havdallah. The third movie night will begin with
Havdallah and end with a discussion on the movie we watch together. Led by Rabbi Andrew.

www.CongShirAmi.org 6 Back to Calendar Page
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SCHOOL NOTES

The month of December can be a challenging
and confusing time for Jewish children. The
onslaught of commercialized Christmas in
American society can be overwhelming. Then,
often with the best of intentions, some sort of
token representation of Chanukka is added to
store windows; television commercials; and, all
too often, our public schools. The misidentifica-
tion of Chanukka as a parallel to Christmas is a
massive issue to tackle but tackle it we must.

This is one of those times when our role as Jew-
ish adults and educators is extremely important
and clear. We need to be able to remind our
children of what is the real story and meaning of
Chanukah. It is our job to teach beyond false
miracles and presents. Perhaps more important-
ly, we must ingrain in our children a pride in
their Judaism that would please the Maccabees
themselves. Our children should know our his-
tory, know why we celebrate the way we do,

and be able to articulate their feelings about
their faith both privately and publically.

At the Shir Sholom Religious School we work
on all of this all year long, not just in December.
This year we have specifically guided our les-
sons to help the students learn where prayer and
praying fall into this understanding and develop-
ment. We will spend a morning learning about
Chanukah: the history, the celebration, the
prayers. Then we will continue to expand the
students’ pride in their Judaism in general, the
truly significant lesson from the Chanukah sto-

ry.

L’Shalom,
Rinat Manhoff

BOOK DONATION

Are you looking for a new Jewish book to read with your child?
Thanks to the generosity of Bruce Skelly, the Shir Ami library
has acquired four new books for children.
Three books are part of the "Catalog" series written and
illustrated by Chaya M. Burstein:

"The Jewish Kids' Catalog"

"The Kids' Catalog of Bible Treasures"

"The Kids' Catalog of Animals and the Earth"
Each book is written so that every chapter stands alone, and
some of the entries within a chapter can be read as a short story.

There are activities and projects with detailed instructions and occasionally even a comic-

book style presentation of a story.

Bruce has also donated "The All New Jewish Quiz Book" by Barbara Spector. This book is
useful for games of Jewish Jeopardy, pop quizzes on long car rides or as supplemental mate-

rial in the classroom.

www.CongShirAmi.org
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ROSH CHODESH/ SISTERHOOD

DECEMBER ROSH CHODESH
Chanukah Party:

Tuesday, December 7th, 7:00 p.m.
the 7th night of Chanukah.

Home of Bettina Skehan

WOMEN'S CHANUKAH PARTY

We will meet on Tuesday, December 7, at 7 pm, at
the home of Bettina Skehan in Union City for Sister-
hood's annual Chanukah party.

At our Chanukah party we will eat latkes and
sweets, light our menorahs, and have a gift ex-
change.

Please bring either latkes or cookies with recipes if
you have something different or wonderful to share.
Also, bring your menorah with eight candles.

We will have a gift exchange and play the "Steal the
Gift” game. Please bring a $15.00 maximum
wrapped gift.

Watch your email for directions and party reminder.

UPCOMING
WOMEN'S RETREAT: February 25-27

Please save the date for the women's retreat on
February 25-27th at the Westminster Retreat Center
in Alamo, CA. See the flyer in this bulletin

ROSH CHODESH CALENDAR
YEAR 5771 (2010-2011)

Sh'vat January 6- Thursday
Adar 1 February 3- Thursday
Adar II Mar 8- Tuesday
Nisan April 5- Tuesday

Iyar May 4- Wednesday
Sivan June 2- Thursday
Summer field trip (TBA)

Please contact Jan Dombrower at
Sisterhood@congshirami.org for questions
or more information about Sisterhood

Sisterhood Chanukal Party, 2001 I

www.CongShirAmi.org 8
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SISTERHOOD REVIEW November 2010
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Last month's Rosh Chodesh brought in the
"darkest" month of Kislev.

We met at the home of Sharon Golembo for candle
making to bring some light into the darkness.

We shared the
night with
women from
Beth Torah,
Shir Ami, and
our communi-

ty.

There was

a wonderful
spread of
tasty delights
including
hearty soups
and salads,
fruits and
sweets.

Another activity was the olive oil tasting. We had
many oils to choose from as we dipped breads into
the variety of olive oils. This oil tasting was in hon-
or of the miracle of the oil. The month of Kislev
shares with the new month of Tevet the celebration
of Chanukabh.

The evening also included readings and prayers for
the month. Everyone was wished a Chodesh Tov, a
good month. It was a great evening. Thank you to
Sharon Golembo for hosting
such a warm, welcoming, and
creative night.

www.CongShirAmi.org
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SISTERHOOD RETREAT

The 15th Annual Shir Ami Women's Retreat

“"’"“}j"““ Oh, the (Jewish)

Places We'll Go!
February 25 -27, 2011

Westminster Retreat Center, Alamo, California

In alife full of choices, which way to go?
We need friendly faces, this much we know.
To connect and be heard is a thing we all seek;
it's the way to discover our path to next week.
As women we gather to pray, laugh, and share.
This retreat won't be like any other anywhere!
A Jewish adventure, with friends old and new.
Rabbi Lara joins us, hope you will too.

There's space for 20 women. Register soon; deadline is February 1.

Contact Ruth: 510-582-3379 or ruth@wordcrft.co

You must be a current Sisterhood member to attend. Contact Diana for details. Please
register online at http://tinyurl.com/23704n4 and mail your check payable to Ruth
Hartman the same day (address on the roster or email Ruth for it). Or complete this
form and mail with your check. Deadline is February 1.

Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

_____TIenclose acheck for $245, OR

I enclose a deposit of $ . I will pay the balance on
I have the following special needs (mobility, vegetarian, etc.):

VS SSSSSSSSS S S S S S Y

VSV VS S S S S S S S S S

AR A A A A A A

www.CongShirAmi.org 10
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COMMUNITY PAGE

“ROSE’S RAMBLINGS”

New Member Profile

Last month we launched a column
highlighting a new member, Bar-
bara-Ann Lewis. This month we
will introduce you to two more
new members, Marlene Lamnin
and Gail Steele.

%

Rose Levine

% %

Marlene Lamnin

If you thought computer dating was relatively new,
Marlene Lamnin can tell you otherwise.

She is a semi-retired pharmacist, born and raised in
Philadelphia. In 1966 through a matchmaking pro-
gram on a very early vintage computer, she met and
married Joseph Lamnin. They moved to Houston,
Texas where their daughter Sara was born. After sev-
eral years they moved again to Southern California.
Marlene became active in a large Conservative Syna-
gogue in Newhall and served as Sisterhood President.
When Sara started college at SF State, Marlene and
Joseph followed her, and made their way north to the
Bay Area. Marlene taught pharmacology and became
Program director at Western Career College in San
Leandro. She has just retired from that position, but is
still employed part-time as a staff pharmacist at San
Leandro Hospital. She’s also teaching at Castro Val-
ley Adult School, preparing nurses for their Board
exams.

Marlene finds it special that both she and Sara met
their respective husbands via matchmaking computer:
Sara on “J”’Date in 2004 and Marlene more than four
decades earlier on a huge ‘60s style mainframe!

At last year’s Rosh Chodesh retreat, our multi-talent-
ed Marlene single handedly wrote, directed and pro-
duced a most successful Purim play.

She thinks Shir Ami is “cool” and loves the relaxed
and friendly feeling in the congregation. She is espe-
cially thrilled to see our young people taking part in
services. In her words, “it touches my heart.”

Marlene Lamnin is a former member who has re-
joined Shir Ami. Welcome back, Marlene. We look
forward to your continued involvement in our activi-
ties.
%

% %

Gail Steele

A look at Gail Steele’s web site reveals a long histo-
ry of community involvement and political activism.
Here are but a few highlights of her career in local
government and politics:

For the past 18 years, Gail has been Alameda County
Supervisor, Second District. Among many other in-
volvements, she has also served as chair of the fol-
lowing committees: Alameda County Mental Health
Advisory Board; Alameda County Children's Memo-
rial Grove Program; Eden Youth & Family Center
Board of Directors; Children’s Advocacy

Gail’s early background: until the age of fifteen, Gail
lived in the country near Guerneville, where her par-
ents created and ran Pond Farm, an art school. This
was in the 1940s and early 1950s; many of the teach-
ers at the school were Jewish refugees who had es-
caped Nazi Germany. Gail’s mother Jane came from
a large, prominent German Jewish family that had
settled in San Francisco in the 1850s.

When her mother died, Gail lived with her grand-
mother in San Francisco, and spent the last year of
high school at Lowell High School. Gail then attend-
ed UC Berkeley and graduated with a degree in soci-
ology, married Jack Steele in 1959, and had four
children.

In 1968 Jack received a Fullbright teaching exchange
position, and the young family relished the opportuni-
ty to live in Vienna for two years. According to Gail,
as a result of what she felt was the anti-Semitic atmo-
sphere of Vienna, she became more identified with
Judaism. When Jack and Gail returned to the U.S.
they settled in Hayward and joined Temple Beth Sha-
lom, where all four of their children celebrated their
B’nai Mitzvah and Confirmation. Meanwhile her
family has grown to four grandchildren, two step
grandchildren, and three step great-grandchildren.

www.CongShirAmi.org
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Gail likes the idea that we now have a joint school
with Beth Shalom and is looking forward to the
next generation of her family attending. Welcome
to Shir Ami, Gail! We’re happy to have you.

Potpourri

Several Shir Ami members, including Mike
Heimowitz, were seen cheering at the rousing vic-
tory parade for the SF Giants on November 3.
Mike is the son of Barbara and Stan Heimowitz.
He’s been doing public relations work for the Gi-
ants, and was marching with the team’s staff when
Marcy and Mike Loss caught this picture of the
back of his shirt. (see Photo) Let’s Go Giants!

YAHRZEIT LIST

December 3, 2010(Chanukah Service)
Dora Alperovich, aunt of Irina Druker

John Blum, father of Jeff Blum
Larry Dean, father of Tyler Dean
Inez Gautreaux, aunt of Toni Schulberg
(pronounced GO-TRO)

aunt of Kaitlin and Matt
Beckman (Barbara Haber’s

Sharon Lawrence,

Last month’s Bulletin had an item about David Cygiel-
man, a former Shir Ami member and religious school
teacher, who won special honors for his work in estab-
lishing community programs for youth. Now we hear
that he was invited for the first night of Hanukah to the
White House. He is, of course, very excited and happy
to have received this special invitation from President

Obama. e ——

Kol Hakavod-Kudos to:

Milton Palmer, who volunteers his gardening services
at Baywood Court Retirement Home. Milt is a member
of the Eden Garden Club, which sponsors an outreach
therapy program. Milt regularly visits Baywood to en-
courage the residents to create their own decorative
planter boxes.

Note: Do you know of other Shir Amiers who are vol-
unteering their time in a community project? Let us
know! Send your item to Rose Levine at
community@congshirami.org

Todah Rabah- Thank you:

To Jan Dombrower for hosting our Intern Rabbi and
for providing the Oneg at the November 12 service.

To the following for generous donations to Shir Ami:

* Nancy Storch, in remembrance of Grandma Goldman
* Edetha Special, for love and blessing

* The Lewis family, in honor of Shir Ami

December 17, 2010 (Shabbat Service)

Sheila Arthur,

Joseph Bressler,

Ann and Michael Bruser,
Joseph and Meshka Druker,
Elisabeth Levin,

Jan (pronounced YAHN) Okoniewski,
Isaac Rosenberg,

long time former Shir Ami member
father of Florrie Finkle

active early members of Shir Ami
grandparents of Alex Druker
mother-in-law of Ruth Levin
husband of Marion Kramer
grandfather of Alex Druker

Kaddish List (to be Read at both December Services)

ex-sister-in-law)

Max Schulberg, father of David Schulberg

Kaddish List (see list at right)

Layah Laks,
Clara Schneider,

Darlene Golembo,

long time former member of Shir Ami

mother of Marilyn Schneider, & grand-
mother of Irene, Sarah and Carolyn Gilchriese

sister of Sharon Golembo

www.CongShirAmi.org
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SHIR AMI MEN’S CLUB

On Sunday October 31!, the Shir Ami Men’s Club hosted a bagels & lox brunch and discus-
sion with Elias Saratovsky, the Pacific Northwest region Political Director for the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC). In his talk, Elias provided a fascinating view of how
American politicians view the

United States’ relationship e
with Israel and on the various ¥ ihﬁ&gmm
degrees and ways in which il
they sustain this relationship.

One point that | found to be
particularly interesting is that
most members of Congress
are generally and philosophi-
cally supportive of America-

I

Elias Saratovsky
“The Morning

After: How Will
Election 2010

Israel relations, and merely Impact the
differ in the amount of finan- P |
cial support they’re willing to US-Israe
pledge towards this cause. Relationship?”

Elias also gave us some

background on how our local representatives have acted in these matters, and whether that
would change in the (now past) election. As | hoped, Elias’ talk was not one-sided as many
of those in attendance offered insightful remarks and questions.

For those who are interested in learning more about AIPAC, you may want to attend their
annual East Bay Dinner on Monday, December 13, 2010, at 6:00 p.m. at the Oakland Mar-
riott City Center. The cost is $95 per person, and tickets can be purchased online at
www.aipac.org/norcalevents, or over the phone at (888) 284-9078. The speakers for this din-
ner will be Congresswoman Shelley Berkley (D-NV), and DeeDee Coleman, Senior Pastor of
Hartford Memorial Baptist Church, in Detroit, Michigan. They will discuss the latest develop-
ments in Washington, D.C. and the Middle East.

Let me close by thanking those individuals who helped host the brunch: Bill and Lori (who
provided Noah’s bagels & shmear), Bruce, Harriet, Mikey, Hillie, Rose, Milt, Pat, Peter, and
Sara. | appreciate everyone’s generosity in making this an enjoyable event.

Jon Zimmerman

www.CongShirAmi.org 13 Back to Calendar Page
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CONTACTS

Congregation Shir Ami
4529 Malabar Ave.
Castro Valley, CA 94546
(510) 537-1787

Email: info@CongShirAmi.org
Web: www.CongShirAmi.org

Rabbinic Intern Lara Pullan Regev Rabbi.Lara@congshirami.org

Rabbinic Intern  Andrew Terkel Rabbi.Andrew@congshirami.org
President Harriet Skelly president@congshirami.org
Membership Barbara Heimowitz membership@congshirami.org
School Liaison Jodi Blum education@congshirami.com
Building Maintenance Noah Markus facilities@congshirami.org
Community Page Rose Levine community@congshirami.org
Donations:General & Special Fund,  Florrie Finkle donations@congshirami.org
Dues Barbara Haber dues@congshirami.org
eScrip Danielle Keil escrip@congshirami.org
Invoices/Payables Maryann Leshin treasurer@congshirami.org
Men’s Club Jon Zimmerman mensclub@congshirami.org
Newsletter Rose Firestone editor@congshirami.org
Newsletter Mailing Lilly Erikson editor@congshirami.org
Oneg Shabbat (hospitality) Sharon Golembo oneg@congshirami.org
Religious David Schulberg religion@congshirami.org
Religious Diana Zankowsky religion@congshirami.org
Rosh Chodesh/Sisterhood Jan Dombrower sisterhood@congshirami.org
Social Action Daryl Berman socialaction@congshirami.org
Social Action Julie Greenfield socialaction@congshirami.org
Yahrzheit Toni Schulberg yahrzheit@congshirami.org
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