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4529	  Malabar	  Ave.
Castro	  Valley,	  CA	  94546

Email:	  	  info@CongShirAmi.org
Web:	  	  www.CongShirAmi.org

MAY 2012 Bulletin (Iyar, Sivan 5772)

Congregation Shir Ami in Castro Valley is 
an intimate, intergenerational

Reform Jewish Community that welcomes interfaith families.

Annual Membership Meeting
Sunday, May 20 12:45

Shir Amiʼs Annual meeting begins with a 
potluck lunch at 12:45 pm.

 This end-of-year meeting is filled with important items, 
including:

• Approval of Shir Amiʼs new bylaws

• Vote on the Shir Ami Board of Officers for 2012-13

Rosh Chodesh picnic at Jan Dombrower’s new home’
(see more pictures on the Rosh Chodesh page)
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 Event Calendar  

Please note that the “regular” start time for Friday night Shabbat service is now 7:30 pm

MAY

Fri. May 11 7:00 pm* Shabbat Service   Led by Rabbi Lara Pullan Regev                                                                              
 (this is Rabbi Lara’s last weekend with Shir Ami!) Please note special time 

Sat.   May 12 10:00 am Bat Mitzvah, Gabi Keil  Led by Rabbi Lara Pullan Regev

Sun.   May 13   NO Religious School

Fri. May 18 7:30 pm  Shabbat Service Led by Rabbi Andrew Terkel                                                                                        
 (this is Rabbi Andrew’s last weekend with Shir Ami!) 

Sat. May 19  10:00 am Book Club with Rabbi Andrew   “As A Driven Leaf” by Milton Steinberg

Sat. May 19 6:30 pm  Pot Luck Dinner at Bill & Rose Firestone’s Home.  This is a chance to have dinner and hang 
 out with Rabbi Andrew and with other Shir Ami congregants.

Sun.  May 20  12:45pm End-of-the-Year Potluck and Annual Congregation Meeting:  Election of Officers                
 All members are encouraged to attend. 

Tue. May 22   7:30 pm  Rosh Chodesh/Sisterhood   At the home of Nancy Storch     Contact Jan Dombrower for 
 more information or wait for email. 

JUNE

Fri. June 1 7:30 pm  Shavout & Confirmation Shabbat Service  Led by Diana Zankowsky

Mon. June 18 7:00 pm  Board Meeting

Tue. June 19  7:05 pm  A’s Baseball: Jewish Heritage Night . Contact Fred Zankowski for more information. The 
 Oakland A’s play the LA Dodgers. 

Wed. June 20   Rosh Chodesh/Sisterhood   End-of-year BBQ, our last gathering this 2011-2012 year
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President’s Message
 

Dear Shir Ami Members and Friends:

This year seemed to fly by faster for me than any 
other year!  Here we are at the last month of the 
school year and almost at the end of our fiscal year.  
We have many events planned for May, which will 
make this month seem to fly by as well.

Our two Shabbat Services in May will be our last 
visits with Rabbi Lara and Rabbi Andrew.  Rabbi 
Lara will be here the weekend of May 11 and Rabbi 
Andrew will be here the weekend of May 18.  I hope 
you are able to come and wish them well – they 
have been such a blessing to Shir Ami.

End of year potluck and Annual 
Congregation Meeting 
Sunday, May 20 

Our end of year potluck and Annual Congregation 
Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 20 
(immediately following the last day of Torah School) 
at Shir Ami.  We will review Shir Ami’s 
accomplishments for the year, vote on our Board 

Slate for 2012-2013, vote on our newly updated 
Bylaws, discuss the 2012-2013 fiscal year budget 
and vote on next year’s membership dues.  A copy 
of the Bylaws and the slate will be sent by email to 
all Shir Ami members at least 10 days before the 
meeting.   I am looking forward to seeing you there!

Harriet Skelly

Harriet Skelly, President

Relay for Life
Hallo to Friends and Family!

This year's Relay for Life in Castro Valley is fast approaching and we are on the downward stretch to 
July 21st!  Our theme this year is "Around the World in 24 hours".  I would love to see you at Canyon 
Middle School in Castro Valley on 7/21 - visit The Silver Lining's Booth for "English afternoon tea"!  
Naturally, our booth is fashioned after the United Kingdom!!!

Raising money for the American Cancer Society continues to be near and dear to my heart.  In fact, I'm 
on the committee this year as Entertainment Co-Chair.  We have some really cool bands lined up, 
including Top Shelf (one of the best R&B bands in the Bay)!  Check this link ....http://
www.topshelfclassics.com/ for a sneak peak of what's in store!

Relay 2011 was an amazing experience and I know that 2012 will be another inspirational year!

If you can spare $10.00 for a luminaria donation in honor of someone you know fighting cancer or in 
memory who lost their battle to cancer, please click the appropriate tab on this link:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?px=17544279&pg=personal&fr_id=36470 
If you would like to donate more than $10.00, please click "donate on my behalf" at this link.
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?px=17544279&pg=personal&fr_id=36470 

Every dollar and cent counts. 

I thank you for your contribution in advance and know that you are helping fight this terrible disease 
with your tax-deductible donation today!

With appreciation of whatever you can do to help!          Lisa   xo

Congregation Shir Ami            www.CongShirAmi.org             Return to Event Page	
 3 

http://www.topshelfclassics.com/
http://www.topshelfclassics.com/
http://www.topshelfclassics.com/
http://www.topshelfclassics.com/
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?px=17544279&pg=personal&fr_id=36470
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?px=17544279&pg=personal&fr_id=36470
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?px=17544279&pg=personal&fr_id=36470
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?px=17544279&pg=personal&fr_id=36470
http://www.CongShirAmi.org
http://www.CongShirAmi.org


Rabbinic Interns’ Page 

It’s hard to believe it, but this marks the end of Rabbi 
Lara and Rabbi Andrew’s two years with 
Congregation Shir Ami.  It has been an amazing 
journey for us to be part of your community, to sing 
with you, pray with you, chant Torah with you, watch 
movies with you, and share Shabbat dinners with 
you.  We have learned so much from all of you, and 
we hope that you have enjoyed being a part of our 
rabbinic journey.  We feel so lucky to have been 
made a part of the Shir Ami family these past two 
years, and we will continue to learn and grow 
because you have helped us become better rabbis. 
 
Next year, Lara will be working towards her Masters 
in Jewish Education in the Rhea Hirsch School of 
Education at HUC LA, and Andrew will be continuing 
on in his 4th year of rabbinical school, as well as 
getting married in September.  We hope to remain 
part of the Shir Ami family in the future, sharing our 
joys with you and yours with us.
 
Kol tov, all the best, from Rabbi Lara and Rabbi 
Andrew.

Book Club, May 19, 3 pm
On another note, we want to remind all of you about 
the Book Club event in May. Now’s the time to pick 
up your copy of As A Driven Leaf by Milton 
Steinberg and begin reading. It’s a great read and 
will surely bring some great discussion. Don’t wait 
until the last minute!

Rabbinic Interns 

Lara PullanRegev  
RabbiLara@cong

shirami.org
 

Andrew Terekel
RabbiAndrew@cong

shirami.org

Ace’s Bar Mitzvah
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May 11
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Shabbat Service May 18
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Potluck Dinner/Social, May 19, 6:30 pm
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Annual Membership Meeting & Potluck: May 20 
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End of Year Potluck Lunch 

&  

Annual Membership Meeting 

Sunday, May 20, 2012 

12:45 pm – Lunch 

  1:30 pm – Meeting  

   Begins 

Potluck Assignments: 

A – K: Main Dish 

L – Z: Side dish or  

  Dessert or Drinks 

All: Clean-up 

Come and enjoy an afternoon lunch with your fellow 

congregation members, vote for the 2012-13 Board of 

Directors, and learn about what’s going on at Shir 

Ami this summer and next year! 

http://www.CongShirAmi.org
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Camp Kadima Shul In:  4/21, 5/5. 5/19
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Oakland A’s Baseball Night, June19
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Rosh Chodesh/Sisterhood
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UPCOMING Rosh Chodesh: Tuesday, May 22, 7:30 pm. 

The next Rosh Chodesh will be on Tuesday, May 22 at 7:30  at the 

home of Nancy Storch in Pleasanton. We will bring in the month of 

Sivan. Please 
check your email for more information and directions.

 Rosh Chodesh Recap:
Last month we brought in the month of  Iyar at the home of Jan Dombrower.We also blessed Jan's new home with a Mezuzah ritual as she affixed her Mezuzahto the doorpost of her house. The month had several themes which were acknowledged.First, we are counting the Omer as we journey from Pesach to Shavuot. We met on the 18th day of the Omer and recited the blessing for it. Next, we recognized the holiday ofLag B' Omer by having a picnic. In addition, because the Israelites were given Manna (bread)to sustain them on their journey, we each provided sandwiches with different kinds of breads andshared what kind of bread we contributed.Lastly, we shared what our personal journey has been. Each women took a turn to tell the group abouther journey. The group ended with dessert. It was a very enjoyable evening.

Upcoming date:  Our last gathering this 2011-2012 year, June 20 

Jan Dombrower, Sisterhood
Sisterhood@congShirAmi.org 
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Yahrzeit List 
	  
May 11, 2012
Verla Becker,  active early member of Shir Ami
Morris Berman,  father of Daryl Berman
Harriet Cohn,  grandmother of Ruth Hartman
Gordon Greenfield,   father of Julie Greenfield
Hyman Abraham Rebotsky,  grandfather of Jonathan Zimmerman
Harold Small,    uncle of Toni Schulberg, 
          and former member of Shir Ami
May 18, 2012
Lisa Sheryl Barth,   niece of Melanie Einbund
Anne Firestone,   mother of Bill Firestone
Nikki Harris,    cousin of Nate Einbund
Arthur Kramer,  father of Marion Kramer
Harriet Troy,    mother of Nancy Storch

Kaddish List  (those who have died during the past 11 months)
 
Sylvia Weingarten   aunt of Stan Heimowitz
George Lange,   brother of Mickey Lange 
Moe Levy,    long-time former member of Shir Ami
Mayer (pronounced ma-YARE) Yashar brother-in-law of Ruth Hartman
James Wallace Bergmann,   father of Ruth Levin

Donations to Shir Ami

Adult Learning

Adult Learning:  Learning Hebrew through Prayer

Have you always wanted to learn Hebrew?
Contact Judy Ganz  
AdultHebrew@CongShirAmi.org

Congregation Shir Ami            www.CongShirAmi.org             Return to Event Page	
 12 

Shir Ami wants to thank the following for their generous donations in April
• Stan and Barbara Heimowitz in memory of Stan's aunt, Sylvia Weingarten.
•  Bruce and Harriet Skelly in honor of Bruce’s mother and father and Harriet's father at their Yahrzeit.
 Also, wishing a speedy recovery to Rose Levine.
• Cary Nasatir in memory of his father at his Yahrzeit.
•  Ann and Sam Blank- Get well wishes to Rose Levine.
 Also wishing a quick recovery to Harriet Skelly. and to wish Rose Firestone continuing improvement..
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Rabbinic Intern................................!Lara Pullan Regev.............! Rabbi.Lara@congshirami.org
Rabbinic Intern................................!Andrew Terkel....................! Rabbi.Andrew@congshirami.org

! !
President.........................................!Harriet Skelly......................! president@congshirami.org
Membership....................................! Barbara Heimowitz............! membership@congshirami.org
School Liaison.................................!Jodi Blum...........................! education@congshirami.com

! !
Building Maintenance......................!Milt Palmer.........................! facilities@congshirami.org
Bulletin Editor..................................!Rose Firestone..................! editor@congshirami.org
Community Page.............................!                      .....................! community@congshirami.org
Donations:  General Fund, .............!Florrie Finkle......................! donations@congshirami.org
      Special Fund, Wall Plaques!
eScrip..............................................!Danielle Keil.......................! escrip@congshirami.org
Menʼs Club......................................!Jon Zimmerman.................! mensclub@congshirami.org
Oneg Shabbat (hospitality).............! Sharon Golembo...............! oneg@congshirami.org
Religious.........................................! David Schulberg...............! religion@congshirami.org
Religious.........................................! Diana Zankowsky..............! religion@congshirami.org
Rosh Chodesh (sisterhood)............!Jan Dombrower.................! sisterhood@congshirami.org
Social Action...................................! Daryl Berman..................... 
Social Action....................................!Julie Greenfield..................! socialaction@congshirami.org
Treasurer- Payables**.....................!Melanie Einbund...............! treasurer@congshirami.org 
Treasurer- Receivables...................!Judy Ganz.........................! dues@congshirami.com
Yahrzeit Listings............................! Toni Schulberg...................! yahrzheit@congshirami.org

**Please submit invoice and reimbursement requests to PO Box (below), not to street address.
! Congregation Shir Ami
! Treasurer
! PO Box 2099
! Castro Valley, CA  94546

Invoice Form for reimbursement of goods or services or goods provided to Congregation Shir Ami. 
This form may also be submitted in order to receive a receipt for contributions. 
Click HERE to view formPotluck Memb
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