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Congregation Shir Ami in Castro Valley is an intimate, inclusive, intergenerational
Reform Jewish Community that welcomes interfaith families
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Editor’'s Note:

Affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism

AUGUST 2011 Bulletin (Av 5771)

You may notice some changes in the Bulletin. | am using a different software program, so there
are many changes from my side. Please let me know if there are things that do not work and any

suggestions for improvement. Thanks.

Rose Firestone

editor@CongShirAmi.org
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President’s Message

Dear Shir Ami Members and Friends:

| hope you all have been enjoying the summer
and have lots of news to share with us through
the Community Page of our bulletin. Bruce,
Lexi and | just returned from a two-week trip to
New Zealand, which was spectacular, and | am
now recharged and excited to focus on the
coming year at Shir Ami!

This month there are two Shir Ami meetings that
you may be interested in attending - the monthly
Board meeting and the twice-yearly Religious
Committee meeting. These meetings are
always open to all Shir Ami members and are
posted in the Bulletin calendar. On Thursday,
August 18 at 7:00 pm at Shir Ami, your Board
will address the topics of communications and
the scheduling of events. In addition to setting
up our calendar of services and Rabbinic Intern
weekends for the coming year, the Religious
Committee (Saturday, August 27 at 10 am at the
Schulberg’s home) will address the start time of
services and the request to have one common
set of Chumash/Torah commentaries.

These topics originated from the May
Community Meeting activity where our
members gave feedback on what worked for
you last year and what you would like to see in
the coming year. Please let me know if you
plan to attend the Board meeting, and let David
know if you are planning to join us for the
Religious Committee meeting (and if you need
directions). | hope to see you at either or both
of these meetings!

Reminder: our annual Labor Day BBQ is
coming up quickly, and the planning committee
is rounding up great raffle items for this year’s
event. If you have any services or items that
you would like to donate for the grab bag or
silent auction, please let Barbara Heimowitz
know.

The BBQ is a great place to bring your friends,
meet prospective members and to catch up with

old friends. And
you’re not going
to want to miss
our auction this
year — by popular
demand Peter
Lewis will be
returning as our
auctioneer! Look
for the flier in this
bulletin for all of
the details. | am
looking forward to
a record-breaking

T —
Harriet Skelly, President

President@congShirAmi.org

crowd this year!!

Harriet Skelly

BBQ RAFFLE DONORS

A big THANK YOU to the following donors to
our Labor Day BBQ Raffle! Look for an update
in next month’s Bulletin.

Adventure CAT Sailing Charters
Amici's
Asian Art Museum
Blackhawk Museum
Cal Shakes
Children's Discovery Museum
CV Performing Arts
Douglass Morrison Theatre
Frankie, Johnnie and Luigi's
Hana Japa
Hayward Historical Society
In-N-Out Burgers
La Mediterranee
Lawrence Hall of Science
Oakland A's Baseball
Rick Steve's Europe
Silliman Activity And Family Aquatic Ctr
Skin Spirit
Theatre Works
Wax Museum
Winchester Mystery House
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Rabbinic Interns’ Page

Photos are from
Shabbat at URJ Camp
Newman on July
22nd-23rd.

Lara Pullan Regev
Rabbi.Lara@congshirami.or

Andrew Terkel

Rabbi.Andrew@congshirami.org
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School Notes

Shir Sholow
Torahv and Hebrew School

Temple Beth Sholomwv Congregationw Shir Amis
642 Dolores Avenue 4529 Malabar
San Leandro, CA 94577 Castro Valley, CA 94546
Tel: (510) 357-8505 Tel: (510) 537-1787

Fax: (510) 357-1375

July 27,2011
Dear Parents and Students,

Shalom uvracha, peace and blessing upon you all. We hope that you are enjoying your
summer vacation and are looking forward to another exciting and stimulating year of
Torah and Hebrew School.

We shall begin Torah School on Sunday, September 11" at Temple Beth Sholom. All
students, pre-school through ninth grade, are to report to the sanctuary at 9:30 am.
Hebrew School will begin on Tuesday, September 13" for grades 3 and up at Temple
Beth Sholom. A complete calendar for the year is attached.

Students preparing to become Bar or Bat Mitzvah must contact their congregations to
find out specific requirements for the process. Students from Temple Beth Sholom
should contact Rabbi Harry Manhoff and students from Congregation Shir Ami should
contact either David Schulberg or Diana Zankowsky. We strongly encourage all students
to attend family services as often as possible.

Students entering 8™ to 127 grades can once again attend our excellent Bay Area
Midrasha on Tuesday evenings in Oakland or on Sunday evenings in Pleasanton.
Students who have completed their synagogues confirmation requirements are
encouraged to join us as teacher’s assistants. Please contact Rinat Manhoff if your child
is interested in this prospect.

We are becoming increasingly excited about the changes that we made last year and all of
the new ideas for the coming year. This year we will be focusing on Mitzvot. We look

forward to sharing our studies with you throughout the year.

L’Shalom,

Rinat Manhoff
Shir Sholom Director
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School Registration

Please duplicate this form for each child attending Torah or Hebrew School

Shir Sholomwm Torah and Hebrew School

Child’s Name Birthdate  / / Sex
Child’s Address City/Zip

Parent/Guardian’s Name Occupation

Email address Home Phone

Cell Phone Work Phone

Parent/Guardian’s Name Occupation

Email address Home Phone

Cell Phone Work Phone

Doctor’s Name Dr.’s Phone

Medical Insurance and Policy Number

Allergies

Medications

Learning Needs/Difficulties

Anything we should know about your student

Permission to dispense acetaminophen Permission to dispense ibuprofen
Two contacts in case of emergency, if you cannot be reached:

Name Relation Phone

Name Relation Phone

PARENT RELEASE: My child has my permission to participate in all Shir Sholom Torah
and Hebrew School sponsored activities, to go on trips sponsored and supervised as a
part of the program. If there is any exception and I do not want my child to participate, 1
will notify the staff in writing. In the event of an accident or medical emergency, and I
am unable to be contacted, Temple Beth Sholom staff is hereby authorized to act as my
agent to secure emergency medical treatment.

SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN Date
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Shabbat Service August 12

Paresha Va-etchanan (beseeched) ~ Moses beseeched God

Moses implored God to allow him to enter the land of Israel; God refused, but allowed
him instead to ascend Mount Nebo and view the Promised Land from afar. There, on the
mountain, Moses died, his desired destination denied to him.

Marc Chagall. 1956

Shabbat Services
Friday August 12,2011 at 8:00 PM
(Shabbat Nachamu ~ consolation ~ at the destruction of the Temple)

will be led by Harriet Skelly and Rose Levine
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Shabbat Service August 26

Parashat Re’eh- Behold

Moshe told the Jews that, behold, they must choose between receiving God'’s blessing for

observing His commandments or suffering His curse for rejecting His laws. Tsedaka is carefully

explained. A ceremony was to be held on the mountains of Gerizim and Eival immediately after

entering Israel. During the ceremony the consequences of the blessing and curse would be
revealed.

Graphic by calcibe.com

Shir Ami Summer Services
Friday, August 26th at 8:00 PM
Led by

Diana Zankowsky

All are welcome, bring a friend
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Labor Day BBQ, Sept. 5

at Congregation Shir Ami!
Monday, September 5,2011 from 2 to 5 PM

Costs
If prepaid by August 31,2011
Adults $§12.00; children 12 and under $5.00

At the door: Adults $15.00; Children 12 and under $6.00

New prospective members ~ no charge
An EVITE will follow to congregants
and prospective members

Please prepay by August 31st

By check made out to: Congregation Shir Ami,
Attention: Barbara Heimowitz, 4529 Malabar Ave., Castro Valley, CA 94546

Shir Ami members, please participate in our rotating food assignment
Ato N Salad or Side dish
O to Z Desserts

Bring an empty ink cartridge and get a free raffle ticket
Bring a recyclable cell phone and get 2 free raffle tickets.
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Lox & Bagel Brunch, Sept. 25

\/ Tikun Olam-D"Y NP N: Make The World A Better Place

The Men'’s Club of Congregation Shir Ami, a Temple member of the South Hayward Parish,
is sponsoring a discussion on

South Hayward Parish: Many Faiths Joined for Tikun Olam

All are invited to a

POT LUCK* LOX AND BAGEL LUNCH

Temple Shir Ami
4529 Malabar Ave.,
Castro Valley, CA 94546

Sunday, September 25th at 1:00 PM.

Speakers
Betty DeForest - Executive Director, South Hayward Parish
Ralph Morales - Program Director, the Food Pantry
Sara Lamnin - Program Director, Hayward Community Action Network

*Shir Ami Members, please bring a side dish or dessert

Please confirm reservation with Jonathan Zimmerman 510-733-5104
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Food Pantry

Where there is no bread, there is no Torah. — Pirkei Avot 3:17

HUNGRY: A BASIC WORD

Two and a half hours each day, four days each week, fifty-two weeks each year, South
Hayward Parish’s (SHP) Food Pantry provides food to people who are hungry. Tuesday
through Friday, folk line up to receive whatever is available that day. Regardless of the
weather or the time of year, they come. Elder women come with their carts, moms walk
in, hugged by shy children, embarrassed men who have been out of work for months
stand patiently, and couples who live in their cars pick out the food that they can eat
without refrigeration or heat. Each one is greeted with respect and a family atmosphere
has evolved over time. Younger members assist those who are older. On a good day,
there is fresh fruit, or potatoes and onions, or lettuce, or juice, or oatmeal and tea. And
on REALLY good days... chicken! There is always rice and beans, tuna fish and
canned vegetables and bread. On some days, volunteers prepare treats or share
recipes to use the foods available, which may be unknown to those on the line.
Homemade Russian soup is served alongside pan-fried rice noodles. Staff and
volunteers have learned to recognize “Thank You!” in many languages, such as English,
Tagalog, Spanish, Farsi, Cantonese, Mandarin and Korean.

Since 1964, SHP has been engaging people of faith in the endeavor and partnership of
building and maintaining a just and nurturing community. The Parish actively advocates
for the rights and dignity of all people, regardless of sexual orientation, religion,
ethnicity, race, or geographic origin. SHP is a non-profit organization whose members
include seven different congregations in the Hayward-Castro Valley area. Shir Ami has
been a member congregation since 2007 and our own Daryl Berman is President of the
Board of Directors. This year, Shir Shalom students and teachers sang in SHP’s annual
Martin Luther King Rally and Peace March.

SHP runs two programs, each with a part-time staff member. The Food Pantry described
above was one of the first programs of the organization and is now one of the largest
pantries in our area. The Hayward Community Action Network is the newest program
and will be described in next month’s newsletter. South Hayward Parish’s Food Pantry
serves an average of 1,390 individuals each month (12,546 meals). Participants receive
enough food for three to four days, a list of other pantries they can try, and referrals to
other services to help them move from crisis to stability. SHP also makes broader
efforts to address the nutritional needs of the community as well as the root causes of
hunger through collaborations with local government and non-profit agencies.

Come learn more about this important non-profit organization and how you can help our
fellow residents in need.

Join us for a brunch and discussion at Shir Ami Sunday, September 25, 1-3pm.

Please consider a donation to South Hayward Parish, 27287 Patrick Ave,
Hayward, 94544. 95% of every dollar donated reaches those in need in our community.
Volunteers are also needed to assist in picking up food donations! For more

information: www.southhaywardparish.org www.southhavwardparish.org

10
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Rosh Chodesh /Sisterhood, Aug. 30

Rosh Chodesh Elul:
Tuesday, August 30, 7:30 pm at Shir Ami
Summer Book Club

Diana Zankowsky will lead a discussion of the

book, “I Shall Not Hate: A Gaza Doctor's Journey on
the Road to Peace and Human Dignity" by [zzeldin
Abuelaish. “I Shall Not Hate" is available through
the Alameda County Library in hard cover and large
print. It has also been published in paperback, audio
CD and MP3 (and through Audible subscription
service) and Kindle format from Amazon.
Refreshments will be provided.

Dr. Abuelaish has worked as an OB/Gyn doctor in
both Gazan and Israeli hospitals as well as at menial
jobs before he became a doctor. His feet in both
worlds, he travels back and forth across the border
and explains what that is like. He has been in other
war-torn countries and compares that to life in Gaza.
Three of Dr. Abuelaish’s daughters and one niece
were killed during the month-long Israeli bombing of
Gaza that began in Dec. 2008. He has written a
powerful, personal, and compelling story of life on
the other side of the occupation and will prompt a
great discussion.

RECAP of SUMMER ACTIVITIES

Sisterhood ended our year with a wonderful
barbecue held at Shir Ami. We enjoyed a delicious
dinner hosted by Harriet Skelly. Everyone
contributed to the pot luck side dishes and we had
ice cream for dessert in honor of Shavout. Many
women shared their favorite memories from the
year and listed the kind of programs we would like
to have for this coming
year. We are off to a
good start with many
ideas.

During the summer,
Sisterhood partook in a
wonderful mitzvah,
American Cancer
Society’s Relay for
LlIfe. Toni Schulberg,
Bettina Skehan, Jan
Dombrower, Melanie
Einbund, and Diana
Zankowsky joined Lisa Silver's team, The Silver
Lining. Many other sisterhood members contributed
to the cause and came to support the team on the
Relay for Life day. The Silver
Lining earned upwards of
$8,000 for the American Cancer
Society adding to the total of
$100,000 for the entire Castro
Valley league.

Jan Dombrower

Thank you to all who
contributed to this worthwhile
mitzvah.

For questions or information
about Sisterhood, Please contact
Jan Dombrower at

Sisterhood@CongShirAmi.org

/ES

Female

11
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Adult Lifelong Learning

Adult Hebrew for Beginners
Learning Hebrew through Prayer
Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 pm

This weekly class is taught by Judy Ganz.

Are you ready to make the commitment? Is now
the time? Then join other Shir Ami members in
a newly formed class in beginning adult
Hebrew. We’'ll learn the Hebrew alphabet and
vowels. After that, we’ll learn to read and

understand the prayers in our siddur, Mishkan
Tfilah. Please contact Judy at

adulthebrew@congshirami.org

Adult Hebrew

Learning Hebrew through Prayer
Mondays, 7:30-9:00 pm
This weekly class is taught by Judy Ganz.

If you have basic Hebrew literacy skills and you
want to improve your Hebrew Reading Skills and

your understanding of the the Meaning of Prayers,
Please contact Judy at

adulthebrew@congshirami.org

Havdallah and Mexican Movie Night

Sat., August 20, 8 pm
Saturday, August 20-- let's meet up at Congregation Shir Ami at 8pm for Havdallah, followed by
a showing of "My Mexican Shiva". This is a comedy, yes, really, a COMEDY, about a Jewish
family in Mexico City, mourning the death of the head of the family.

Bring a Mexican dessert to share. Suggestions include flan, Mexican wedding cookies, tres
leches cake or dessert (sweet) enchiladas which are filled with fruit and cream and topped with
a chocolate sauce and baked.

And if you really want to get into the spirit of the evening, we will be meeting at Don Jose's in
Castro Valley at 6pm for dinner.

12
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Community Page

ROSE’S
RAMBLINGS

Note from the
Community Editor:
If you have news to
share, let’s hear
from you! Please
send your items to

community @congshirami.org

NEWS OF MEMBERS

LETTER FROM JULIE GREENFIELD

"

Attached is a photo from Aliya Finlay and Elizabeth
Bercovich's recent Birthright trip to Israel. It was
taken in the town of Safed (Tsfat) last Sunday. Aliya
says they had a great time, and encourages other Shir
Ami kids to take advantage of

this opportunity to see Israel for

themselves!

LETTER FROM
HARRIET SKELLY

Our Rabbinic intern
Lara has been working
at Camp Newman and
invited Shir Ami
members to join the camp for a Shabbaton on June
25th. Jan Dombrower, Bruce and I took her up on the
offer. We arrived at the camp in time for the guest
reception where we were welcomed by camp staff.
We learned that this invitation is being extended to
URJ affiliated congregations each week as a fund

raiser. Camp Newman has a mission to renovate the
entire camp. We joined the campers and staff for
Shabbat services and dinner. Ah yes, I remember
that camp food well! After dinner we all went up to
the basketball courts for Israeli singing, dancing and
socializing. Rabbi Lara introduced us to some of
Shir Ami's past rabbinic interns that were at camp
this session. We had a great visit and hope to be
invited back next year!

Note: Harriet and Bruce also visited with Sophie
Blum, who’s a counselor at Camp Newman this
summer.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

We wish Lori Santora a
very happy 57" birthday.
She and Bill are having a
big celebration “BASH”
to mark what promises to
be a full recovery from
her illness of the last few
months. Lori, we know
you’ll make it. Be strong;
we’re with you.

GRADUATES —
CONGRATULATIONS TO

Joaquin Ridgell, son of Maryann Leshing, who
graduated from California College of the Arts on
May 14th, with a major in painting and drawing. He
attended Sunday School at Shir Ami and became a

13
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Bar Mitzvah in 2001. And congratulations to those
who graduated from Castro Valley High School on
June 16: Shashana Marcus, who will be attending SF
State University. Sarah Gilchriese, who plans to
attend New York University.

Carolyn Gilchriese, who will be attending University
of Oregon, and Hana Hartman,
who will attend Washington
University in St. Louis.

Good Luck to all of you in your
college Careers!

TRAVELERS

Spencer Blum is traveling and hiking in Israel. .Julie
Greenfield and daughter Aliya visited family and
went sightseeing in New York City. The Heimowitz’s
had a great time n Mendocino celebrating their
anniversary.

SUMMER DOINGS:

*Brenda Mori, Sharon Golembo’s daughter, is a
student at San Francisco State University and has
been taking a course in Community Organizing this
summer. As a class assignment, she was asked to
write a paper on a specific community. For her topic,
she selected the women of Shir Ami, and focused in
on three women of three different age groups. She
questioned them about their identification with
Judaism and with the community of Shir Ami, and
found that.although there were some variations, their
responses were similar: all three felt a strong sense
of pride in being Jewish, and defined the community
as “intimate” and “supportive.”. They felt welcomed
and stated that Shir Ami has helped them grow in
learning and in understanding. Brenda also
discovered an interesting outcome of her interviews
with these women: she was reminded of her past
association with Shir Ami, and found that she had
grown, and had become stronger in her own desire to
be identified with Judaism.

MORE SUMMER DOINGS

Lilly Erickson, Daryl Berman and the Levines
attended a concert in San Francisco of the Jewish

Folk Chorus. The choir sang Yiddish, Russian and
English songs, many of them with a labor theme.
The audience joined in and sang along with the
performers The show was well enjoyed by all.

WEDDING NEWS - MAZELTOV

Family and friends
joined David Isaac
Call Firestone and
Rachelle Lynn
Bermingham as they
celebrated their
marriage on June 18,
2011.

Celebrants included Best
Man Michael Heimowitz
(at left) and Officiant
Daniel Finlay (below).
Michael, Daniel and
David were B'Nai

Mitzvah classmates at
Shir Ami and their
parents are all still
active Shir Ami
members. David is the
son of Bill and Rose
Firestone, Michael is
the son of Stan and
Barbara Heimowitz,
and Daniel is the son
of Todd Finlay and of
Julie Greenfield.
David and Rachelle
met at summer camp
16 years ago and their wedding celebrated their
3,650th day as a couple. Rachelle graduated from

14
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UCSF Pharmacy School in May. "Double Master"
David and Dr. Rachelle are living with Best Dogs
Littlefoot and SHARPTOOTH in San Diego while
Rachelle does her residency at U.C. San Diego.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to the following for generous donations
to Shir Ami:

1. Richard A. Becker, in memory of his father
Jerome Becker at his yahrzeit.

2. Judy Ganz, in memory of George Berenstein at
his yahrzeit. Also Mazel Tov to the entire Carter
family on the birth of Dylan Lazer Carter to David
and Katy Carter.

3, Ann and Sam Blank, Mazel Tov to Rose and Bill
Firestone on the recent marriage of their son.
Also, Mazel tov to Judy Ganz on the marriage of her
grandson Aaron.

4. Lina Teferi, in memory of her husband David at
his yahrzeit.

5. Lori Santora, in honor of Leo Knopf

6. Cary Nasatir, in memory of his mother on her
yahrzeit.

7. Rose and Hillie Levine, to wish the Firestones a
Mazeltov on the marriage of their son David to
Rachelle Bermingham.

Also, to honor Harriet Skelly for successfully
completing her first year as Shir Ami president

August 2011

Yarzheit List

August 12, 2011

» Stanley Backfield,founder and 3-time
president of Shir Ami

« Scott Kendall, former student at Shir Ami

« Layah Laks, long time former member of
Shir Ami

August 26, 2011

« Georgie Brooke, mother of Toni Schulberg

« Anna Kurz, mother of Frances Johnson

« Barnett Levine, father of Hillel Levine

« Fred Rosener, long time active member of
Shir Ami

« Betty Schulberg, mother of David
Schulberg

« Moshe Vanous, long time active member of
Shir Ami

« Joan Wolff, mother of Gary Wolff

Kaddish List (those who have died during
the past 11 months)

{Please read at both services in August}

« Anne Firestone, mother of Bill Firestone

« Civia Rudman, former member of Shir Ami

« Sherrie Kidwell, Shir Ami member and wife
of Bernard Kidwell

« Harold Dombrower, father of Jan
Dombrower

« Ingrid Weinberg, long time founding
member of Shir Ami

« Florence Lewis, mother of Peter Lewis

« Frederick Apple, father of Angie Ross

« Frieda Greenbaum, grandmother of Diana
Zankowsky
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Contacts

Web:

www.CongShirAmi.org

Rabbinic Intern
Rabbinic Intern

President
Membership
School Liaison

Building Maintenance

Bulletin Editor

Bulletin Mailing

Community Page

Donations: General Fund,
Special Fund, Wall Plaques

eScrip

Men’s Club

Newsletter

Newsletter Mailing

Oneg Shabbat (hospitality)

Religious

Religious

Rosh Chodesh (sisterhood)

Social Action

Social Action

Treasurer- Payables

Treasurer- Receivables

Yahrzheit Listings

Lara Pullan Regev
Andrew Terkel

Harriet Skelly
Barbara Heimowitz
Jodi Blum

Milt Palmer
Rose Firestone
Lilly Erikson
Rose Levine
Florrie Finkle

Danielle Keil

Jon Zimmerman
Rose Firestone
Lly Erikson
Sharon Golembo
Daivid Schulberg
Daina Zankowsky
Jan Dombrower
Daryl Berman
Julie Greenfield
Diana Zankowsky
Judy Ganz

Toni Schulberg

Rabbi.Lara@congshirami.org

Rabbi.Andrew @ congshirami.org

president@congshirami.org

membership @congshirami.org
education@congshirami.com

facilities @congshirami.org
editor @congshirami.org
editor@congshirami.org
community @congshirami.org
donations@congshirami.org

escrip@congshirami.org
mensclub@congshirami.org
editor@congshirami.org
editor@congshirami.org
oneg@congshirami.org
religion @congshirami.org
religion@congshirami.org
sisterhood @congshirami.org

socialaction@congshirami.org
treasurer@congshirami.org

dues@congshirami.com
yahrzheit@congshirami.org
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