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APRIL2011 BULLETIN
(ADAR II~NISAN   5771)

Congregation Shir Ami in Castro Valley is an intimate, inclusive, intergenerational
Reform Jewish Community that welcomes interfaith families

Affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism

4529 Malabar Ave.
Castro Valley, CA 94546

(510) 537-1787
Email: info@CongShirAmi.org
Web: www.CongShirAmi.org
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EVENT CALENDAR
Day Date,    Time Location

Tues. April 5, 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh/Sisterhood:  Kosher for
Passover Cupcakes

Home of Jan
Dombrower

Sat. April 9, 12 noon Adult Learning:  Lunch & Learn
with Diana Zankowsky Shir Ami

Sun. April 10, 10 am Building Preservation & Clean Up Day
10am - 3pm, lunch provided, please RSVP Shir Ami

Fri. April 15, 8 pm Shabbat Service (Honor Volunteers)
Led by Rabbi Andrew Shir Ami

Sat. April. 16, 7 pm Havdallah & a Movie with Rabbi Andrew Shir Ami
Thur. April 21, 7 pm Board Meeting (open to all members) Shir Ami

Sat. April 23, 4:30 pm Community Passover Seder UCC Community
Center

Wed. May 4 Rosh Chodesh/Sisterhood TBD

Fri. May. 6, 6:30 pm
            8:00 pm

Potluck Dinner
Shabbat Service, led by Rabbi Lara Shir Ami

Sat. May. 7, 3 pm Adult Learning:  Trope with Rabbi Lara Shir Ami
Sat. May. 7, 4:30 pm Book Club with Rabbi Lara Shir Ami
Fri. May 13, 8 pm Shabbat Service Led by Rabbi Andrew Shir Ami
Sat. May 14, 7 pm Havdallah & a Movie with Rabbi Andrew Shir Ami

Tue. May 17, 7 pm Jewish Heritage Night, Oakland A's Oakland
Coliseum

Sun. May 22 End of Year Party and Annual Meeting Shir Ami
Thur. June 2 Rosh Chodesh/Sisterhood TBD

Bulletin Editor:  Rose Firestone editor@CongShirAmi.org    Comments, corrections welcome.

Erev  Pesach– Monday, April 18
Shir Ami Community Seder– Saturday, April 23, 4:30 pm.  See page 8

http://urj.org
mailto:info@CongShirAmi.org
http://www.congshirami.org
http://editor@CongShirAmi.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

 Dear Shir Ami Members and Friends:

It seems to me that this year is just flying by faster than
previous years!  The Shir Ami Board is working on next
year’s budget and planning for our Community Annual
Meeting on Sunday,  May 22.  Our Community Seder plan-
ning is underway and I am excited about some changes the
Passover Committee and Religious Committee are making
for this year.

This year the Rev. Dr. Arlene Nehring of Eden United
Church of Christ generously invited us to hold our Com-
munity Seder in their lovely and spacious Social Hall.
Their facilities will make it so much easier for our food
committee and servers!  This is a great opportunity to
strengthen the friendship between Shir Ami and Eden UCC
that we’ve been building over the past several years. The
hall is  spacious enough that we are able to invite members
of Rev. Arlene’s community to join us for the Seder.  We
are holding open 85 seats for the Shir Ami “regulars,”
which includes our friends from the South Hayward Parish,
and 45 seats for the Eden UCC community.  Rev. Arlene
and some of her members have joined the Shir Ami plan-
ning committee comprised of Toni Schulberg, Barbara
Heimowitz, Maryann Leshin and me.

 Planning for 130 guests brought up an issue regarding the
Haggadah.  We only have 50 copies of the Gates of Free-
dom, and it is now out of print.  After discussing this situa-

tion with our Religious Committee co-chairs, David
Schulberg and Diana Zankowsky, it was decided that we
would try to get together a draft of a new Haggadah for this
year’s Seder.  I want to thank in advance our Haggadah
committee – David and Toni Schulberg, Judy Ganz, Sara
Lamnin, Diana Zankowsky, Bruce Skelly and myself – for
their commitment to drafting a Haggadah in three weeks.
Also, thank you to Rose Firestone who gave us her online
Haggadah to use as the basis for our new Haggadah.

Lastly, I am thrilled to tell you that Ricki Weintraub will be
back with us this year to lead the Passover service and the
singing!  You definitely will not want to miss the Seder
this year!  You should
have received an Evite in
your email, and there is a
flier in this month’s bulle-
tin with the details.  Reser-
vations and a check
written to Congregation
Shir Ami are required by
April 13 to guarantee you
a seat.  I am looking for-
ward to seeing you there!

Harriet Skelly
president@congshirami.org

Pictures
from
1935

Maxwell
House

Haggadah

mailto:president@congshirami.org
http://www.congshirami.org


www.CongShirAmi.org                       3 Back to Calendar Page

Back to
Calendar Page

RABBINIC INTERNS’ PAGE

Shalom from Rabbi Lara and Rabbi Andrew! Included
are the events for April and May. We hope to see you
throughout the weekends as we begin to wrap up the
year and look towards summertime fun and High Holy
Days in the fall.

APRIL SERVICES:

Friday, April 15th, 8:00 pm: Shabbat services for all,
with a special opportunity to honor volunteers at Shir
Ami, led by Rabbi Andrew.

Friday, May 6th:
6:30 pm, Potluck Dinner
8:00 pm, Shabbat services for all, including a cere-
mony commemorating Yom HaShoah, Holocaust
Remembrance Day, led by Rabbi Lara.

Friday, May 13th, 8:00 pm: Shabbat services for all,
including a ceremony commemorating Yom
HaZikaron, Israel’s Remembrance Day, and Yom
Ha’atzmaut, Israeli Independence Day, led by Rabbi
Andrew.

ADULT LEARNING, SATURDAY

The following information and opportunities will, we
hope, bring new experiences into your lives, and also
some familiarity and continuity as we move through our
year together.

April 16th, 7:00 pm, will be another wonderful Havdal-
lah and Movie night, followed immediately by a discus-
sion based on the movie to be viewed that evening. Led
by Rabbi Andrew.
May 7th, 3:00 pm, will be another session of the Trope
class. This session will be taught by Rabbi Lara. Please
note: we are not taking any new comers for the rest of
this session. Rabbi Lara hopes to start another series of
trope classes for new learners after this series  has been
completed.
May 7th, 4:30 pm will be a meeting of the book club.
Our second book for the year is "Have a Little Faith: A
True Story" by Mitch Albom. Rabbi Lara will lead the
discussion for this book. ALL are welcome.
May 14th at 7:00 pm will be another wonderful
Havdallah and movie night, followed
immediately by a discussion based on the movie to be
viewed that evening. Led by Rabbi Andrew.

  Lara Pullan Regev Rabbi.Lara@congshirami.org
 Andrew Terkel Rabbi.Andrew@congshirami.org

We hope to see you all at these Shabbat services and events throughout our weekends with you  and we look
forward to continuing what has been a fabulous year of learning with all of you!

SHIR AMI BOOK CLUB!
Our second book for the year is "Have a Little
Faith: A True Story" by Mitch Albom. The book

club will meet to discuss this book (after
reading it) on M ay 7th (plenty of time!).

The book discussion will be led by Rabbi Lara.

http://www.congshirami.org
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What a Day!

Last weekend, the Shir Sholom school enjoyed a
marvelous and joyous Purim Carnival.  Students
from both Shir Ami and Beth Sholom came in cos-
tume, played games, had their faces painted and
made Hamantaschen.  It was such a delight to see so
many children sharing in the festivities and reveling
in each other’s company.
Before the Carnival began, the students spent an
hour with Rabbi Lara and Rabbi Manhoff reviewing
the Magillah.  Playing with wigs and hats, the chil-
dren told the stories of Ahashverous, Mordechai,

Esther and Haman.  Their
laughter could be heard from
outside of the room.

Purim is a celebratory holiday,
and I am honored to have had
the opportunity to share this
with such amazing children
and their fabulous teachers.

L’Shalom,
Rinat

Camp Kadima Announces its 18th (chai) Year!

Camp Kadima Summer Day Camp, for youth ages 4.5 to 13, is celebrating its 18th year!  The sum-
mer 2011 season will include many of our old traditions, including fantastic Shabbat celebrations,
personalized attention, and Jewish-themed programs with crazy skits.  We'll also be introducing
some new and exciting activities, so stay tuned for the unveiling of more details.

The following session dates have been announced:  (Note:  Asterisk* indicates sessions with an overnight.)
 Session 1* June 27 - July 1
 Session 2 July 5-8 (closed Monday, July 4th)
 Session 3* July 11-15
 Session 4 July 18-22
 Session 5* July 25-29
 Session 6 August 1-5
 La'Atid*  July 18-29 (for 7th & 8th graders)
Mark your calendars now and watch for information alerting you to the opening of online registra-
tion, which will begin soon.
Camp Director Rinat Manhoff is working with our incredibly talented and dedicated staff to create
an exciting and memorable summer for the youth in our community.  Camp also relies on volunteer
support from parents and others in the community to make camp the best it can be, so please let us
know of your interest in becoming involved as a camp volunteer.
For those who may not have heard, Camp's long-time Administrative Director Sharon Cohen has
announced her resignation effective March 6.  We are profoundly grateful to Sharon for her many
years of loving and devoted service to Camp Kadima youth and wish her well in all her future en-
deavors.
For further information about Camp Kadima's summer 2011 season, contact Camp Director
Rinat Manhoff, campkadima@campkadima.org, or call (925) 931-1055 x 11.

SCHOOL NOTES

mailto:campkadima@campkadima.org
http://www.congshirami.org
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CLEAN UP DAY. APRIL 10

Please R.S.V.P. by April 7, 2011 to facilities@congshirami.org
or contact Noah Markus by telephone

mailto:facilities@congshirami.org
http://www.congshirami.org
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WOMEN’S TORAH STUDY, APRIL 11

Fourth Annual East Bay W om en's Torah Study
Dedicated to Debbie Friedm an z”l

Hosted by Congregation Netivot Shalom
1316 University Ave. Berkeley 94702

Monday, April 11, 2011
7:00 PM

W hat does the Text have to teach us about Body, M ind and
Spirit?

Join women from throughout the East Bay to explore topics
including Life in Balance, the W isdom of Aging, and

Passover's Message for W omen

Gifted Rabbis and Teachers Include:

Rabbis Carol Caine, Margie Jacobs, Dorothy Richman, Judy
Shanks, M im i W eisel, and Bridget W ynne

Rachel Brodie, Hannah Dresner, Shulam it W ise Fairman,
Estelle Frankel, Naomi Seidman

There is no charge to attend. For additional information, please
contact Edna Stewart, at Ednastewar@ aol.com

Shir Ami women are invited to the following community event.

http://www.congshirami.org
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SHABBAT SERVICE,  APRIL 15

http://www.congshirami.org
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PASSOVER SEDER, APRIL 23

http://www.congshirami.org
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OAKLAND A’S,  MAY 17

http://www.congshirami.org
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Introduction to Judaism
Judaism 101

Saturday, April 9
12 noon to 2 pm (Lunch & Learn)
At Congregation Shir Ami
Introduction to Judaism
Please bring your lunch, as studying and
food always go together! At this class we will
conclude our study of Pirke Avot, The Say-
ings of the Fathers. We will also look at the
Torah portion for that week and possibly, the
special reading for the Shabbat within Pass-
over.
All are welcome, including first-timers.

Contact Diana Zankowsky,
adulted@congshirami.org for directions and
additional information.

Adult Hebrew
Learning Hebrew through Prayer
Mondays, 7:30-9:00 pm
This weekly class is taught by Judy Ganz.
If you have basic Hebrew literacy skills and
you want to improve your:

� Hebrew Reading Skills
� Understanding of the Meaning

of Prayers
Please contact Judy at
adulthebrew@congshirami.org

Book Donation
Ann Lewis.

LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING

ADULT LEARNING WITH RABBIS LARA AND ANDREW

April 16th, 7:00 pm,  Havdallah and Movie night, Rabbi Andrew.
May 7th, 3:00 pm, Trope class,  Rabbi Lara.
May 7th, 4:30 pm, Book Club, Rabbi Lara
May 14th at 7:00 pm, Havdallah and Movie night, Rabbi Andrew.

See Rabbis’ Page
for details.

Adult Hebrew Class March 2011
    Studying Haggadot

mailto:adulted@congshirami.org
mailto:adulthebrew@congshirami.org
http://www.congshirami.org
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APRIL/NISAN ROSH CHODESH

Tuesday, April 5, 7:30 pm we will bring in the month of
Nisan at the home of Jan Dombrower.

The theme of the night will be Kosher for Passover Cupcakes!
This will present a fifth question.....Why on all other nights do
we eat a wonderful array of baked desserts and on this night
we have to eat macaroons from a can?

Join us for Rosh Chodesh when we will have cooking demon-
strations; we will bake, frost and taste cupcakes; and we will
decorate cake plates  for our upcoming Passover holiday. If
you wish to bring ingredients and a recipe for Kosher-for-Pass-

over cupcakes, let Jan know. Otherwise, there will be several
different possibilities. You will leave with a wonderful collec-
tion of Kosher-for-Passover cupcakes, recipes and a plate.

Stay tuned to your email for directions to  and reminder of our
next meeting.

For questions or information about Sisterhood, please
contact Jan Dombrower at Sisterhood@congshirami.org

ROSH CHODESH CALENDAR, YEAR 5771 (2010-2011)
Iyar May 4- Wednesday
Sivan June 2- Thursday

ROSH CHODESH/ SISTERHOOD

Rosh Chodesh, ADAR II, “Spa Day”
Last Rosh Chodesh we brought in the month of AdarII with a program led by Bonnie Frey. It was a program called Women's Spa
Day and wine tasting. Representing the beauty of Vashti and Esther, we  gave ourselves facials.  In the spirit of Purim, we will
put on clay masks which represented the idea of hiding as Esther hid her Jewish identify to the King. We gave each other back
rubs and because it is customary to drink alcohol on Purim  we shared wine and other spirits. We also renewed with probiotics by
indulging in kefir. It was a really fun evening.       Thank you Bonnie for this great night..

mailto:sisterhood@congshirami.org
http://www.congshirami.org
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SISTERHOOD RETREAT RECAP
Fifteenth Annual Women's Retreat
Sisterhood’s Annual Women's Retreat in February was a big success. The retreat, was held at Westminster Retreat Center in Ala-
mo, February 25-27, 2011.  The theme, Oh,The (Jewish) Places We'll Go, inspired our activities throughout the weekend.
Friday afternoon’s reception and gathering night led into dinner, services, and an evening of visiting and reconnecting. Everyone
participated in Saturday morning services by reading the Torah, blessing the Torah, or delivering a d'var Torah.  This was fol-
lowed by listening circles and lunch. We enjoyed an art project, free time, and Havdallah. After dinner was a play that involved
all retreat women. Game night
and visiting ended the night. On
Sunday morning we had a book
discussion and a workshop. After
lunch we gathered for our closing
circle and song.
It was a close, satisfying, and ful-
filling retreat. Thanks to all who
contributed to the planning and
activities to make it such a suc-
cessful weekend.

http://www.congshirami.org
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COMMUNITY PAGE
“ROSE’S RAMBLINGS”

Note from the Community Editor:
If you have news to share, let’s
hear from you! Please send your
items to
community@congshirami.org

                      News of Members

Refuah Shlemah-Wishing a Complete Recovery to:
Lori Knopf Santora, who is undergoing chemotherapy.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Lori.

Mazal Tov- Congratulations to Judy Ganz, on the
marriage of her grandson, Aaron Brown on March 18.
Judy reported to us that the wedding took place in a
lovely Victorian home in Roseville, and that the bride,
Ashley, was stunningly beautiful. Aaron is studying
electrical engineering. The couple is living in Rock-
land, California. Mazeltov on the Simcha to Judy and
to the whole family.

Kol Hakavod- Congratulations and Kudos to:

Mike Heimowitz. who  got promoted from his last job
with the SF Giants. He's now their new coordinator of
Marketing and Entertainment!

Sara Lamnin, who presented a special program at the
California Parks and Recreation Society's Annual Rec-
reation Therapy Institute in Sacramento. Her session
was entitled, "What’s REC Got to Do With It? An
Recreational Therapist’s Role in Advocacy." As some-
one as active as she is in local politics, she is certainly
knowledgeable on the subject. Sara is a state and na-
tionally certified Recreation Therapist (RT). The pre-
sentation included recommendations for effective
advocacy as well as kinesthetic activities.

Jan Dombrower, who has started to teach Art Therapy
for Children to graduate Psychology students at John
F. Kennedy University. The way to go, Jan.

Yom Hooledeth Sameach- A Happy Birthday to

Sara Lamnin, who turns 40 on April 1. No “fooling!”

Broocha Ha Baah-
Welcome home to Sophia Blum, who’s home for
Spring Break from the University of Oregon.
And to Aliyah Finlay, who’s also home from college
for Spring Break.

Travelers:
Leah Hartman has been living and studying in Jordan
for the past two months. Here are a few excerpts from
her letter to us.

Hi,
I'd be happy to write something, although it's a bit
short notice. What would you like to know? I live with
a wonderful host family with 4 kids. The youngest is 2
and she's really cute. She breaks everything but I love
her. It's been a little hard adjusting to being here but
now I'm getting the hang of it. Amman is built on lots
of hills and all the buildings are square and either
painted tan and or finished with limestone. The down-
town is a classic Middle Eastern city market with spic-
es and fruit mixed with souvenir shops and illegal
DVDs for 1 JD (that's Jordanian Dinar, 1.4 US Dol-
lars). I've traveled a little bit, not much yet, and seen
some great ruins from a lot of different time periods. I
also saw the river that Jacob crossed after he wrestled
with the angel and got the name Israel, which was
hard to wrap my mind around. My classes are good
and my classroom Arabic has improved a lot although
I still have trouble on the street.  Leah

And from Leah’s BLOG:
My Arabic teacher was having us list all of the many
civilizations that have controlled Jordan and someone
said the British. The teacher got a skeptical look on
her face and said "We don't call the British a civiliza-
tion. They didn't leave us any ruins. We just celebrate
our independence from them."
For further descriptions, find Leah’s BLOG at
http://lhjordan.blogspot.com/.

http://lhjordan.blogspot.com/
http://www.congshirami.org
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COMMUNITY PAGE, P2

April 2011 Yarzheit List

APRIL 15, 2011
� Betya Druker, mother of Alex Druker
� Blanche Fink,  very active early member of Shir

Ami
� May Ganz,  former member and mother-in-law

of Judy Ganz
� Sam Ganz, former member and father-in-law of

Judy Ganz
� Benjamin Halpern, father of Harriet Skelly
� Marjorie Wolf,  aunt of Ruth Hartman

KADDISH LIST
(those who have died during the past 11 months)
� Civia Rudman, former member of Shir Ami
� Layah Laks,  long time former member of Shir Ami
� Fredrick Apple, father of Angie Ross
� Florence Lewis, mother of Peter Lewis
� Frieda Greenbaum, grandmother of Diana

Zankowsky
� Ingrid Weinberg, long time founding member of

Shir Ami
� Harold Dombrower, father of Jan Dombrower
� Sherie Kidwell, Shir Ami member and wife of

Bernard Kidwell

Todah Rabah-Many thanks to
� Pat and Milt Palmer, for hosting Rabbinic Intern

Andrew Terkel on March 4-6.
� The Blum Family for hosting Rabbinic Intern

Lara Pullan Regev, on  March 18-20.
� Mary Ann Leshin for hosting Rabbinic Intern

Andrew Terkel on March 25-27.
� Bonnie Frey, for providing the Oneg at the

March 18 service.
� Nancy Storch, for providing the Oneg at the

March 25 service.

THANKS also for a generous donation to Shir Ami to:

� Fred and Diana Zankowsky in memory of Ingrid
Weinberg and also in memory of Matthew
Zankowsky.
� Bruce and Susan Carter in memory of Ingrid

Weinberg and also in memory of Harold Dom-
brower, father of Jan Dombrower
� Judy Ganz in memory of Matt Ganz on his yah-

rzeit;  in memory of Ingrid Weinberg; and in
memory of Harold Dombrower
� Florence Finkle in memory of Ingrid Weinberg
� Ann and Sam Blank a donation to the Rolf Wein-

berg Education Fund in memory of Ingrid Wein-
berg
� Harriet and Bruce Skelly in memory of Ingrid

Weinberg and also in memory of Sherie Kidwell
� Marion Kramer in memory of Ingrid Weinberg.
� Barbara and Stan Heimowitz in memory of In-

grid Weinberg and also in memory of Sherie
Kidwell
� Donald Moeller in memory of Ingrid Weinberg.
� Ruth Hartman and Gary Wolff: in memory of

Ingrid Weinberg--in memory of Sherie Kidwell--
in memory of Florence Lewis , mother of Peter
Lewis-- in memory of Harold Dombrower
� Melanie Einbund in memory of her aunt, Faye

Fellgoise and cousin Shirley Cooperman, and
also in memory of her father, Sydney Black, on
his yahrzeit.

http://www.congshirami.org
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SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES

Camp Tawonga
Camp Tawonga’s 2011 program dates are available online and registration is open! Camp Tawonga
is a Jewish, residential summer camp that is American Camp Association accredited, and has
a staff/camper ratio of 1:1.5.
Tawonga is located outside Yosemite National Park on 160 acres in the Stanislaus National Forest.
Tawonga offers 2nd through 12th graders camp sessions, teen leadership, service learning, and adven-
ture travel programs. Tawonga also offers weekend programs for individuals, couples and families.
More info: 415.543.2267, www.tawonga.org, or info@tawonga.org

Camp Gan IsraelCamp Kadima

Summer Camp Opportunities

Below are some summer camp options for Jewish children, including Camp Kadkma, a local day
camp for kids 4 ½ to 13.  Camp Kadima also has openings for camp counselors.

Congregation Shir Ami members can apply for scholarships of up to $100 to help fund camp for
their child.  Contact Jodi Blum, education@congshirami.com, for more information.

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=8a7v4bdab&v=001F21jA-5PIHbZ6NIefRcj7Kq240u12E_Qq2XkPzBWUVdumwpqdtqNgaOP7OliGjAmuJMQM8C8jFyPoonAHTL1ENFyTD1WkCc7UjnqfoEJevJT4e26N_RhawCInlxfu8tu
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=8a7v4bdab&v=001F21jA-5PIHbZ6NIefRcj7Kq240u12E_Qq2XkPzBWUVdumwpqdtqNgaOP7OliGjAmuJMQM8C8jFyPoonAHTL1ENFyTD1WkCc7UjnqfoEJevJT4e26N_RhawCInlxfu8tu
mailto:education@congshirami.com
http://www.congshirami.org
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CONTACTS

Rabbinic Intern  Lara Pullan Regev Rabbi.Lara@congshirami.org
Rabbinic Intern Andrew Terkel Rabbi.Andrew@congshirami.org

President Harriet Skelly president@congshirami.org
Membership Barbara Heimowitz membership@congshirami.org
School Liaison Jodi Blum education@congshirami.com

Building Maintenance Noah Markus facilities@congshirami.org
Bulletin Editor Rose Firestone editor@congshirami.org
Bulletin Mailing Lilly Erikson editor@congshirami.org
Oneg Shabbat (hospitality) Sharon Golembo oneg@congshirami.org
Community Page Rose Levine community@congshirami.org
Donations:General & Special Fund, Florrie Finkle donations@congshirami.org
Treasurer-Receivables Judy Ganz dues@congshirami.org
eScrip Danielle Keil escrip@congshirami.org
Treasurer-Payables Maryann Leshin treasurer@congshirami.org
Men’s Club Jon Zimmerman mensclub@congshirami.org
Religious David Schulberg religion@congshirami.org
Religious Diana Zankowsky religion@congshirami.org
Rosh Chodesh/Sisterhood Jan Dombrower sisterhood@congshirami.org
Social Action Daryl Berman socialaction@congshirami.org
Social Action Julie Greenfield socialaction@congshirami.org
Yahrzeit Toni Schulberg yahrzheit@congshirami.org

Congregation Shir Ami
4529 Malabar Ave.

Castro Valley, CA 94546
(510) 537-1787

Email: info@CongShirAmi.org
Web: www.CongShirAmi.org
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